MftR t31 2085 12:56 FR GE CORPORATE R-D 



5183877751 TO 817038729306 P„'BS*36 



Appl.S.N. 10/072,254 RD-2735S 

Amdt. Dated March 1 , 2005 

Reply to Office Action of Dec. 1 , 2004 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

This amendment is responsive to the Office Action mailed December 1 , 2004 wherein the 
drawings were objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a); claims 5, 8, 9, 16, 19 and 20 were rejected 
under 35 USC §112, first paragraph; claims 1-4, 6, 7, 10. 12-18 and 21 were rejected under USC 
§103 (a) over Gilbert et a!_ (US 20003/00281 13 A1) in view of Wood et al. (US 5,715,823). Claims 
1 1 and 22 were objected to but were deemed allowable if rewritten in independent form inclining 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. In this amendment, claims 5, 8-11, 
16, and 19-22 were canceled and claims 1 and 12 were amended. No new matter has been 
added. 

Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 12-15, 17 and 18 remain pending in this application. Reconsideration in 
light of the above amendments and the following remarks is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 and 12 have been amended to incorporate the allowable subject matter of 
claims 1 1 and 22, respectively including any intervening claims. Applicant has deleted the 
reference of "comparator" in original claim 22, not incorporated into claim 12, to overcome the 
objection of the drawings under 37 CFR 1.83(a). Claim 12, as amended, now recites the 
processor is "configured to compare". Support for this amendment can be found in the 
specification, for example, at paragraph [0016]. 

Claims 5, 8, 9, 16, 19 and 20 were rejected under 35 USC §112, first paragraph. Claims 
5, 8. 9, 16, 19 and 20 have been canceled without prejudice and therefore the rejection has been 
obviated. 

The rejection of claims 1-4, 6, 7, 10, 12-18 and 21 under USC §103 (a) over Gilbert et al. 
(US 20003/0028113 A1) in view of Wood et al. (US 5,715,823) is respectfully traversed. 
Independent claims 1 and 12 have been amended to incorporate allowable subject matter and 
therefore are allowable. Claims 16 and 21 have been canceled. Claims 2-4, 6. 7, 13-14 and 17- 
18 depend directly or indirectly from claims 1 and 12 and are therefore allowable by dependency. 
Therefore, Applicants 1 respectfully submit that claims 1-4, 6, 7, 12-14 and 17-18 are aJlowable and 
requests that the rejections under 35 USC §103 (a) be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing amendment and for the reasons set out above, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the application is in condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration 
and prompt allowance of the application are respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further is needed to place the application in 
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condition for allowance, the Examiner is requested to contact Applicants 1 undersigned 
representative at the telephone number below. 



General Electric Company 
Building K1, Room 3A62 
Schenectady, New York 12301 



2005 



Respectfully submitted, 



Jean K. Testa 
Reg. No. 39,396 



Telephone: (51 8) 387-51 15 or 
(518)387-7122 
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